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November 10th, 2019 
The Justice of the Lord of Hosts 

James 5:1-6 
 

BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Nov   3 Mark 12-13  Nov   7  Luke 2-3 
Nov   4 Mark 14  Nov   8  Luke 4-5 
Nov   5 Mark 15-16  Nov   9  Luke 6-7 
Nov   6 Luke  1  Nov   10 Luke 8-9 
  
Lesson Introduction: In our passage today, James echoes 
much of Jesus’ teaching concerning storing up treasures 
on earth (Matthew 6:19-34). In that section, Jesus tells 
us that “where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also” (V. 21) and goes on to say that “You cannot serve 
both God and money” (V. 24). James here, remembers 
his Brother’s teaching, and warns the church to be 
careful of the way they indulge in storing up worldly 
goods. The lesson this week will highlight the folly of 
storing up worldly goods, the Lord’s compassion for the 
oppressed, and the consequences of storing up treasures 
on earth.  
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
  

• The riches of this earth fade away (V. 2-3) 
 

• The Lord hears the cries of the oppressed (V. 4) 
 

• The Lord is a God of justice (V. 1, 3-6) 
 
James 5:1-6 English Standard Version 
 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries 
that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and 
your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver 
have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence 
against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid 
up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the 
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 
You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-
indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you. 
 
Discussion Section 1: The Folly of Stockpiling (V. 2-3) 
 
-According to this passage, what is foolish about storing 
up treasures on earth? 

-What does it look like to store up treasures on earth? 
 
-When we store up treasures on earth, what does that 
tell us about our understanding of the Christian walk? 
 
Note: James starts out this passage by telling the rich 
that they should wail and cry, because judgement is 
coming. We will get to that judgment in our final section, 
but right now, we need to focus on why it is that the 
wealthy are in danger of facing judgment. V. 2-3, Tell us 
that the wealthy that James was warning were in danger 
of judgment because they were stockpiling their riches, 
storing up treasures on earth. This teaching is taken right 
out of Jesus’ sermon on the mount (Matthew 6:19-34). 
James, like Jesus, points out to the rich how futile it is to 
store up treasures on earth, because one day, every bit of 
our earthly treasure will come to ruin. David Platt, in his 
commentary Exalting Jesus In James, writes, “The rich 
were storing away their wealth in barns (to use an 
image from Jesus’ teachings), and James says all that 
money and all those possessions—all the stuff you buy 
that you do not need—is rotting. You think your 
investments are wise, James says, but they are wasting 
away. Moths are eating your clothes, and your gold is 
corroding. Some have pointed out that this is not 
possible because gold doesn’t corrode like iron does. 
But that’s the point: James is saying that even that 
which you think is the surest use of money in this world 
is wasting away. You have hoarded and built bigger 
barns for all of your excess, but a day is coming when it 
is all going to burn up in the fire, and you will burn up 
with it.” 
 
Jesus instructed us not to store up treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy, but to store up treasures in 
heaven. He then went on to say that, “where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:19-21). As we study this passage in James, it should 
cause us to examine where our treasure lies, and thus, 
examine our hearts. Are we not guilty of storing up 
treasures on earth, with no eternal perspective in mind? 
When we hold on to our money with a tight fist while 
knowing there are brothers and sisters in need around 
us, do we not show what is the true treasure of our 
hearts? If Christ is truly our Savior and our Lord, then He 
must also be our treasure. And if Christ is truly our 
treasure, then the way we leverage our resources will 
reflect that reality. As we study this passage, let’s 
consider some of the foolish ways we have stockpiled 
and saved for our own benefit, and think about how we 
might begin to store up treasures in heaven, rather than 
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filling our barns right now. Moth and rust and fire and 
death will ultimately bring an end to our savings 
accounts. But when our resources are used to expand the 
kingdom of God, they will make an eternal impact.  
 
Discussion Section 2: The Lord Hears the Cries of the 
Oppressed (V. 4) 
 
-What does V. 4 tell us about what is often required for 
us to store up treasures for ourselves?  
 
-What do we learn about the character of the Lord from 
this verse? 
 
-How should knowing that the Lord of Hosts hears the 
cries of the oppressed shape our daily lives? 
 
Note: We see in verse 4 how the people who had been 
storing up treasures for themselves were going about 
doing so. Namely, they were cheating the poor. Again, 
Platt writes, “In that day there was a concentration of 
land in the hands of small numbers of wealthy 
landowners. If the landowners were selfish or delayed 
in paying their workers, it was not uncommon for the 
workers to struggle severely, being unable to get daily 
food or drink. The possessions of the rich were 
accumulating while other people were dying.” So, what 
we learn is that often the way we gain is by oppressing 
others, looking out only for ourselves, and not caring 
about how it affects those around us.  
 
As the rich take advantage of the lowly, oppressing them 
greatly, we learn something incredible about our God. 
Our passage today tells us that “the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.” 
What a magnificent thought! In their lowest state, The 
God of Angel Armies hears the cries of the harvesters! 
God does not turn a blind eye (or a deaf ear) to injustice 
but hears us when we call out to him. This passage 
should greatly encourage us. Many of us have 
experienced injustice in this life. Perhaps we have been 
mocked, abused, cheated, lied to, or stolen from. What a 
great comfort it is to know that in those moments, the 
King of the Universe hears us when we cry out to Him. 
We have a great advocate who is constantly interceding 
on our behalf (Romans 8:26-39, 1 John 2:1)! Though we 
are small, lowly, and oppressed, we have a great Lord 
and Savior who hears us and loves us. And as we will see 
in our next section, not only does He hear us, but He 
brings about justice on our behalf.  
 

Discussion Section 3: God’s Justice (V. 1, 3-6) 
 
-What do these verses teach us about God’s wrath 
toward injustice? 
 
-How does V. 1 contrast how the world normally thinks 
about being rich? 
 
-Is it possible to be rich and not face God’s wrath? 
 
Note: We close out our lesson this week by considering 
the justice of God. We see that those who oppress the 
poor and cheat for selfish gain will answer to God. The 
language in this passage is extremely harsh. James 
instructs the rich to “weep and howl for the miseries 
that are coming,” and states that they have, “fattened 
[their] hearts in a day of slaughter.” It is plain that God 
will judge those who abuse the poor with swift justice. As 
we close, it is important to consider why this 
condemnation will come upon those who stockpile their 
worldly treasures and abuse the needy.  
 
One thing that is vital for us to understand is that it is not 
simply being wealthy that God condemns. There are 
numerous examples in the Bible of God’s people having 
great wealth. What God condemns is the kind of wealth 
that is gained by selfish ambition and through crooked 
means. Those who cheat or withhold from the poor are 
those who have not understood the Gospel. For we all 
once were poor, indeed, spiritually bankrupt. Yet God, 
the wealthiest of all beings, became poor on our behalf, 
that we might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9). When we 
fail to use our recourses for the sake of His kingdom, and 
for the good of others, we show that we do not know 
Him. God blesses many people with financial wealth, and 
His intention for all wealthy believers is that they would 
be generous with what He has blessed them with. As we 
consider our context, most of us are rich compared to the 
rest of the world. May this lesson challenge us to 
consider how we steward what God has blessed us with. 
If we are among those who cheat, or hold our blessings 
with clinched fists, perhaps we do not truly know Christ. 
This passage should serve as a solemn warning to us, as 
we consider the judgement that is to come upon those 
who do not know Him, who live to satisfy themselves 
only. May we never be among those who fail to serve the 
needy of this world, but rather, like Christ, may we hear 
their cries, and meet their needs by the power of Christ in 
us.  


